CHAPTER VII
I HAVE mentioned that the last volume of the Origines reached me on the ist December 1881. The next communication with Renan, of which I have any record, occurred a month or two afterwards, when he sent me his translation of Ecclesiastes published in 1882.
To this book, which forms a companion volume to the Cantique des Cantiques noticed above, he prefixed a very elaborate study. It is extremely interesting to read the two volumes together, because they are, so to speak, at the opposite poles of Hebrew thought. The first shows that Israel, which we usually think of as so exclusively religious, had its days of youth and rejoicing, while the last belongs to a period of thought when a man, to repeat a phrase used to me by Brofferio, the Piedmontese orator, famous in his day, has built his Castello delle ultime illusioni. existence.
